
The Voice of  the Learning Disabled

News from Manchester People First Issue 59 2014

Hate Crime against disabled people has been in the
news again – and our members tell us it is very important

that the police and the courts make this a priotity. In January
we joined in with Manchester’s Hate Crime Week. 

In this issue you can read a report about the workshop and conference we
held with Greater Manchester Police, meet our Guest Writer who is a police
officer, and find out about our upcomming tour of the police museum and
role playing exercise in the courts – get in touch if you want to take part in
the event which is on Monday 17 March 2014. 

HATE CRIME WEEK

See pages 8, 9 and 10 for more details
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Our directors
Edward Kane
Shirley Ryder

Staff
Stephen Hughes
Andy Needle
David Dunnico
Derek Owen
Barry Hills
Jodie Deegan
Nagina Dar
Stephen Blake
Louise Crowley
Joanne Hickinbotham
Christopher Kenny

Opening Times
Monday to Friday 9:30 to 3:30pm
Drop-in Thursday 10 to 3pm
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What we do

Manchester People First is run 
by and for learning disabled adults 
and is independent of all services.

We give training and support to 
learning disabled adults and 
professionals and we campaign 
for disabled people’s rights.

Contact us

Manchester People First
3 Broughton Street
Cheetham Hill
Manchester
M8 8RF

Phone or Fax (0161) 839-3700
Email: mcrpeoplefirst@gmail.com
Website: www.manpf.org
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter: @firstmcr

Manchester People First is a company limited by guarantee, 
registered in England and Wales, number 6339300.
We are a registered charity, number 1124426.
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Stay in touch follow us 
on Twitter @firstmcr

Notice Board

Please ‘Like’ MPF on FaceBook
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If you can help us with
a donation you can
click on the ‘Donate’ 

button on our web site.
We are a registered charity and 
any money raised will go towards
our work. You can also donate by
sending us a cheque made payable
to ‘Manchester People First’.

This is our first issue 
of 2014 – we hope you 
made a resolution to 
get more involved in
People First.

www.youtube.com/
user/firstmcr

We sent out our Annual Report 
to all our members just before 
Christmas. You can download
a copy from our website:
www.manpf.org

Tuesday 14 January
Tuesday 11 March
Tuesday 13 May
Tuesday 15 July
Tuesday 16 September
Tuesday 11 November
Meetings run from 10:30 to 12:30 
at our Cheetham Hill office
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Goodbye to 

We are sorry to say that Club 3 our evening social club for 18 to 30 year
olds, has had to close because its funding has ended. It was a pity because
the members really enjoyed meeting every Tuesday and Wednesday at our
Cheetham Hill office. We kept it open a little longer by reducing the
meetings to once a week, but now we have had to say thank you and
goodbye to all the members and to the current staff: Nora Gardner, April
Walkin, Delroy Sterling and John Bee – we wish them the best of luck.

Xmas at MPF: 
We had a great time 
with meals in our office
and a big party at 
St. Kent’s in Fallowfield.
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Goodbye to 

Goodbye and hello 
to the cookery group 

We held our first cooking group in 2013 – it ran
for the whole year and was such a great success
we had to limit numbers to 4 or 5 for safety in
the kitchen. The members came every Friday to
cook a healthy meal which they had picked the
week before. It was a real team effort – Lekesh,
Paul T, Laura, Dianne S and Joanne H took turns
to prepare food and clean up afterwards –
picking up tips on everything from food hygiene
to having a balanced diet. 
The picture shows the team on the last day of
the course proudly showing their certificates.
Our next 6-month course is already booked up,
but we will be starting a new one in July, so give
us a call on 0161 839-3700 if you want to join in.
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Stephen Blake’s 
Top 5 Wrestlers

1.  Mojo Rawley
2. A.J. Styles
3. Sting
4. Bulldogs
5. Nikki BellaGuess the logo

Billabong clothes

The Service Audit Assistants are the guest editors for this issue’s
‘Fun Filled Bit in the Middle’.
If you can come up with a quiz or two, a couple of ‘Top 5s’ and 
a guess the logo, jokes and maybe a word search, let us have
them and you can be our next guest editor.
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Edgley Park

Answer

Louise Crowley’s
Top 5 Things to do

1.  Swimming
2. Cinema
3. Meals out
4. Nintendo 3DS
5. Taking photos

Jodie Degan’s
Top 5 Shops

1.  Select
2. New Look
3. Primark
4. Asda
5. Peacocks

Joanne Hickinbotham’s
Top 5 Dream places

1.  New York
2. Florida
3. New Zealand
4. Australia
5. Cornwall

What’s its name?
Manchester United play at Old Trafford,

Manchester City play at The Etihad 

Stadium, where do Stockport County

Football Club play?

Where is it?
Where will you find a whole row of 

windmills in the City Centre?

Outside Selfridges 
in Exihange Square
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Hate crime week

Manchester’s Hate Crime Week ran from 20 to 25 January. We took part by
launching a Hate Crime video to help members of the public understand
how hate crime affects people with learning disabilities. 

We also ran a workshop and conference for our members, where guest
speakers from Greater Manchester Police came along and talked about
how important it is to report incidents of hate crime to the police. 
About 30 learning disabled adults took part in the workshops and then
worked together to design a hate crime poster. Lee Owen who is 
a police officer and our Guest Writer for this issue picked the winning 
design by Rose Purcell and Trisha Wray. Their design will be turned into 
a big poster banner we can use when we have stalls at events.

Some people have said they might be nervous about talking to the police,
even though they knew the police could help them, so Manchester People
First is a “third party reporting centre” – this is a place that is not a police 
station, where you can report a crime to someone who has been trained to
help you, but is not part of the police.
Please remember that hate and abuse are against the law 
– you should report it, not put up with it. 
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Guest writer

Recently I have had the pleasure of
getting to know many of the 
members of Manchester People 
First after a chance meeting last
year with Stephen Hughes and 
Paul Brannick. In September I 
was delighted to visit the office in
Cheetham Hill and was made to feel
welcome by everyone there. 

Greater Manchester Police know that disability related hate crime is under
reported and are looking at making new links with the community and
keeping up existing relationships. I have been putting on some training,
teaching front-line police officers about diversity and especially hate crime
that affects adults with learning disabilities. After meeting with Stephen,
Paul and Andy, we quickly drew up a plan of action and were able to put 
together a presentation that aims to help raise awareness of individuals'
needs and expectations when dealing with the police. 

The Service Audit Assistants have come to our Central Park Police Station
and talked to us. Police officers have found this training invaluable. 
Some said having members of the community come and speak with officers
directly has more impact on them than other traditional training methods. 

I am looking forward to 2014, especially my further involvement with 
People First. I am also very proud to have been accepted by your members,
not just as an officer but also as a friend. 

PC Lee Owen from Greater Manchester Police
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Tour the police museum and 
find out what goes on in a court
in a role playing event

Monday 17 March 2014
11am to 1pm
Newton Street 
Manchester City Centre
Limited spaces
Ring us to book your place
0161 839 3700

FREE!
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As well as our main office in Cheetham Hill, 
we have an office in Wythenshawe for people who live
on the south side of Manchester. 
One of our most popular activities are our regular
Wednesday trips out. We usually meet at 10am at the
Piccadilly Gardens tram stop. 
We use our free travel passes to go and try new things.
In January we went to the Imperial War Museum North
and Salford Museum and Art Gallery. In February we
had a day out in Wigan and a visit to Ordsall Hall in
Salford. One popular event is our film club where we
go to the AMC Great Northern cinema on Deansgate
and decide which film we all want to see. 

We usually go for something to eat afterwards, and
have recently tried Chinese, Greek and Indian food.  
If you want to join in contact Barry at our South office.
As well as a quarterly newsletter, the South office do a
monthly “What’s On” leaflet which tells you what trips
we are planning. 

We have also done some trips on Fridays and are planning some more. 
As well as days out we hold meetings and information days at the South
office. We have had talks about important subjects such as male cancers,
hate crime and health action plans – so keep yourself informed and let us
know if you want to be told when the next one is. 
To find out more ring Barry on: 0161 998 0517
As part of series of Hate Crime events we have invited Jim Battle,
who is the Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner for Greater
Manchester, to come and hear what we think. The meeting is at our
South office on Monday 10 March from 1 to 3pm – you are invited.

South office what’s on
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