
Our first ever rave was a
massive success – on the
last Thursday night in July
we packed into ‘Texture’–
a night club on Lever
Street in the City Centre
and spent 3 great hours
dancing to music played
by the Meat Free D.J.s 

We easily sold out the 150
tickets and everyone had
such a great time we are already planning another one. The venue
was fully accessible and the music was loud. The BBC came and

filmed the event for a special feature – we will
tell you more on FaceBook and Twitter. 
Once again a massive thank you to Meat Free
D.J.s and especially to Nicola at Texture.

The Voice of the Learning Disabled

Rave Night

We ask: Should MPF open 
evenings and weekends?

Summer Fayre See page 15
AGM See back page
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Our committee
• Nathan Cairns
• Ronnie Hailwood
• Steven Hopkins
• Paul Hughes
• Shirley Odell
• Tricia Phillips
• Tracey Robinson

Staff
• Stephen Hughes
• Andy Needle
• David Dunnico
• Derek Owen
• Barry Hills
• Stephen Blake
• Louise Crowley
• Joanne Hickinbotham
• Christopher Kenny

Opening Times
Monday to Friday 9:30 to
3:30pm
Drop-in: Wednesday and 
Thursday 10 to 3pm
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What we do
Manchester People First is run 
by and for learning disabled adults 
and is independent of all services.

We give training and support to 
learning disabled adults and 
professionals and we campaign 
for disabled people’s rights.

Contact us
Manchester People First
3 Broughton Street
Cheetham Hill
Manchester
M8 8RF
Phone or Fax (0161) 839-3700
Email: mcrpeoplefirst@gmail.com
Website: www.manpf.org

Charges
£5 per day including lunch or 
£2.50 if you get your own lunch

Manchester People First is a company limited by guarantee, 

registered in England and Wales, number 6339300.

We are a registered charity, number 1124426.
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Notice Board

We are sorry to have to start our
newsletter with the sad news
that one of our best-known
members has died unexpectedly.
Louisa Burton was taken ill just
before Easter and sadly died in
hospital a couple of weeks later. 

She had been a member of MPF
for over 15 years and came to
our office every Thursday. 
Louisa had been a member of
our committee several times and
was on the cover of our last issue
after winning our yearly MPF’s
Got Talent Show (again!). 

Louisa Burton 1962 to 2017

Louisa was 55 years old and lived
in Moston. She was very
interested in politics and her
ambition was to be an MP. 

Memebers and staff from MPF
went to her funeral. Members
described Louisa as “Happy”,
“Determined” and a “joker”. 

We will be including this picture
of Louisa in our Hidden Histories
Project later in the year.
(See page 11) The photograph
was taken at one of our Annual
General Meetings.
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Stay in touch follow us 
on Twitter @firstmcr

Please ‘Like’ MPF 
on FaceBook

Our web site:
www. manpf.org 

Meetings for 2017 
Tuesday 10:30am12:30pm
19 September and 21 November

There was even more cake, at
July’s Confirm and Challenge
meeting. Joseph won the raffle
for one of Suzanne’s delicious
coffee and walnut cakes.
Next meeting is at our office 
on Thursday 19 October 2017 
from 10:30am to 3pm

In May, we had a session
where we helped people to
register to vote – with a
secret ingredient – free cake!

Little did we know that just a
few weeks later, Theresa May
would call a general election.
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Work Placement 
Belange is a student at
Lancastrian School, in May she
did the work placement part
of her ASDAN qualification
with us. While Belange was
with us she came to the
Manchester Learning
Disability Partnership Board
meeting and took part in the
Human Rights workshop put
on at our office by students
from Manchester Law School. 

We thought Belange was
another excellent student
from Lancastrian School and 
a great addition to our team.
We wish her well.

Leo Bond

We are sorry to bring you more
bad news, but Leo Bond has
passed away. Leo was a
member of Manchester People
First and regular with our Men’s
Group. He was also a member
of the Manchester Learning
Disability Partnership Board. 

Some of us went to his funeral
at Southern Cemetery and
afterwards we invited his
friends back to our office 
for some refreshments. 

We held a tea party for ‘The Great
Get Together’ on Saturday 18 June –
this was a day of events held all over
the country to bring
people together and
remember Jo Cox the MP
who was killed last year.
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MPF members were on the radio with a show they put together
with All-FM – the community radio station based in Levenshulme.

Our show was broadcast on 96.9FM and streamed online, at the 
end of 6 weekly sessions at People First’s office. Jason the station’s
Trainer and Volunteer Co-ordinator  showed us how to use the
equipment and how to put music, interviews, chat and jokes
together to make an hour long show. Each week we would learn
different skills about editing and timing, put them into practice
recording different parts of the show and then finally on Friday 7
July, we broadcast the show live from our office in Cheetham Hill. 

The most nerve-racking part was a live interview but we got
through it and could enjoy the rest of the show. So MPF can be
proud of Shirley, Barry, Tracy, Joanne S, Nathan and Joanne H 
forall their effort and dedication in putting the show together. 

Find out more about All-FM at their website: www.allfm.org
Or find them on FaceBook and Twitter.

If you missed our show you can 
listen again at: 
http://ow.ly/knNQ30dN9fO

On the radio
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Ambition for Ageing is a project in Greater Manchester to make
neighbourhoods better for people who are over 50. In Manchester
we are doing things in Burnage, Hulme and Moss Side, Moston and
New Moston and Miles Platting. 

People over 50 talk
about what they like
and dislike about the
neighbourhood. They
decide what they
want to change and
get money to spend
on their ideas. 

The project knows that not everybody can get involved because of
discrimination. Discrimination means treating some people worse
than others for some reason. For example, some people are treated
worse than others because they have a learning disability. 
That is why we have an Equalities Board. This is a group of people
who know about discrimination. We don’t want people with 
learning disabilities to be left out. Instead, we want all people 
over 50 to be treated fairly within Ambition for Ageing.

To do this we have been working with Manchester People First. 
In January I met some of you and you told me about what we could
do to help you get involved in events and activities. We have shared
this with the rest of Ambition for Ageing and some changes have
been made. But there is a lot more work still left to do. 

Would you like to help us with this? Ring us for a chat! 

Call me or my colleague, Hannah, on 0345 330 3030 

You can leave a message for us, or Stephen or Andy at MPF. 

Ambition for Ageing
Valeska Matziol works for the Equalities Board 
of Ambition for Ageing. She tells us about this 
project for older people.
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Y B D S Y A D N O M Y P P A H

Linkin Park
Queen
The Script
Nirvana
Pink Floyd

Happy Mondays
Oasis
Busted
Fall Out Boy
McFly

Bands Word Search



Joanne H’s 
Top 5 
TV Programs
The Chase

Coronation Street

EastEnders

The Voice UK

Country Life
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Louise’s 
Top 5 
Male Singers
Ed Sheeran

Justin Timberlake

Bruno Mars

Nick Jonas

Shawn Mendes

One
The
New

Answers

Silver and orange hire bikes 
have come to Manchester 

– What are they called?

Fill in the Blank songs by Linkin Park 

___ Step Closer

Breaking ___ Habit

____ Divide
Mobike

Answer
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Thanks to everyone at St Kents and Alan our DJ 
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We have been doing a
project with Manchester’s
brilliant Central Library
to tell the story of MPF 
in an exhibitition which
will be on later this year.

It will be part of their    
‘Hidden Histories’
project, which tells 
the stories of groups
that are sometimes
invisible to other 

people in the city.

We will tell you how 
we have been working
with staff from the
library to
tell our 
story in the 
next issue.
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Our members came up with words about what self advocacy meant to 
them and we put them on this special poster to mark our 25th year. 
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Questionnaire:
Would you come to MPF in the   
evening or at weekends?

We have put this questionnaire together it would be very helpful if you 
could fill it in and return it. 
It is to help Manchester People First and The Shaw Centre help you. 
We are looking at setting up an extra service for learning disabled people. 
We would like to know if you think it is a good idea and what you like to do.

Name (optional)

How old are you? 
18 to 25c 26 to 35 c 36 to 45 c  45 to 50c   Over 50 c

Who do you live with?

Family Carer c Network House c Supported Accommodation c 
Other? c Please say: 

Where in Greater Manchester do you live?

Please tick the box to answer. 
You can tick more than 1 box

We are thinking about opening in the evening

Which evening(s) would suit you best? 

What time suits you best? 

4pm to 7pm c 5pm to 8pm c 6pm to 9pm c Another time c



We are also thinking about opening one day over the weekend

Which day suits you best?

What time suits you best? 

What things would you like to do at this new group?

What would you like from the new service?

If you need some help to fill in the questionnaire call 
The Shaw Centre 0161 203-5109 and ask for Danielle or, 
Manchester People First 0161 839-3700 and ask for Stephen or Andy

Thank you for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire.
Please send your completed questionnaire by Friday 15 September 2017 to:

Danielle Crosby
The Shaw Centre
Carisbrook Street
Harpurhey
M9 5UX
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You can email your questionnaire to
danielle.crosby@theshawcentre.org.uk

?
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